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Headteacher’s Update

Monday the 14th March 
was Pi day – sadly not the 

edible type, but all to do with 
maths! For the entire week, 
we celebrated this amazing, 
irrational number in the maths 
department. Students and staff 
were encouraged to recite pi to 
as many places as possible and 
there were quizzes and prizes 
and even a song about pi!

We know that exam 
qualifications open 

doors for students and are vital 
in enabling students to move 
towards their chosen career. 
However, at Maidenhill we believe 
in the importance of developing 
the ‘whole child’ and we want our 
students to have a rich experience 
beyond the classroom. 

I am delighted that so 
many of our students are taking 
advantage of the opportunities 
that are available to them, both at 
lunchtimes and after school. Staff 
at Maidenhill give freely of their 
time to support this mission as they 
know that this really benefits our 
young people. Our recent 24hour 
Sportathon was a resounding 

Happy Pi Day!

Tale as old as time

It was amazing to finally be 
able to launch our new whole 

school musical this year. After a 
lot of discussion and comparing 
different shows, we finally decided 
on Beauty and the Beast; a 
show that everyone knows and 
with enough roles for plenty of 
students to get involved in. 

The first step was to organise 
auditions. We had no idea how 
many students would be interested 

and were amazed to discover that 
94 signed up to be involved in some 
way or another. 

Auditions were initially held 
over two different days and the 
talent blew us away! What we 
thought was going to be easy 
casting, soon turned into one of the 
most difficult processes we have 
ever had to go through. At one 
point we were even considering 
doing two completely separate 

success with so many students and 
staff taking part and raising over 
£1850 for Comic Relief. Some new 
clubs in school include our Debating 
Club and French Grammar Club, 
not to mention the Coding Club run 
by the Computing department. We 
are all looking forward to the school 
production of Beauty and the 
Beast in the summer, which offers 
opportunities behind the scenes as 
well as on stage. 

If your child is not yet taking 
advantage of the many clubs and 
activities, please do encourage  
them to participate and, by so  
doing, they will doubtless get to 
know new people and develop  
new skills.
Mrs P Wilson

casts! Unfortunately, due to time, 
this wasn’t going to be a possibility. 
After a number of call-backs, we 
finally had a clearer idea of who was 
going to be cast as whom. This has 
been one of the hardest processes 
ever, due to the unbelievable talent 
of our students at Maidenhill. 

The cast is now confirmed, 
rehearsals have started, the set will 
begin to be built after Easter and, 
come July, we will have an amazing 

whole school show. 
We hope that 
everyone comes to 
watch this extremely 
talented cast on the 
6th, 7th and 8th July.

Congratulations 
to everyone who 
auditioned and 
everyone who is 
helping behind the 
scenes. Let the hard 
work begin!
Mrs D Ball
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Congratulations to Maxine 
Strode (Year 7), who has 

been selected for the South 
West Regional Gymnastics 
Squad. Max will be doing four 
additional Saturday training 
sessions, at three different 
gymnastics clubs affiliated 
with the Southwest Regional 
Squad (Plymouth Swallows 
School of Gymnastics, 
Falcons Gymnastics Academy, 
Barnstaple and The Academy 
of Gymnastics, Portishead). 
Max is currently working on 
her compulsory Level 2 for 
the coming summer, after 
successfully passing her 
compulsory Level 3 British 
Elite Development Plan in Oct 
2021. 

She has been diligently 
working on her skills and it 
shows in her progress.  
Go Maxine!

GymnasticsOur Year 9 Football Team

Before half-term, the Year 9 
football team started their 

league campaign, with an away 
match against Marling School. 
After a valiant battle by our team, 
Marling emerged as the victors in 
the Year 9’s opening fixture. 

The team showed resilience in 
abundance in their second league 
fixture though. Having not quite 

been able to pressure Marling 
School’s backline at key moments, 
the home Maidenhill side were 
keen not to make the same mistake 
when they hosted Archway the 
following week. In the closing 
moments of added time, Maidenhill 
scored a penalty and secured a 
scintillating victory.
Mr J Soper

On Friday 18th March, 
Maidenhill staff and students 

participated in the school’s first 
ever 24 hour Sportathon in aid of 
Comic relief.

Students took part during their 
normal PE lessons from 9am to 
3pm, with a bikeathon challenge 
during break and lunch for all to 
get involved! After school, students 
could choose the activities they 
wanted to participate in for Comic 

Just 24 hours

relief until 9pm, when staff took 
over. Activities ranged from netball, 
football, basketball and badminton 
tournaments to boxing, dancing 
and trampolining, to name a few.

Students were invited to 
return between 8 and 9am 
Saturday morning, to finish our 
charity event in the final hour walk 
or run. 
Miss S Dobler
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Well done to the 
winners of the 

Key Stage 3 
Intercommunity 
matches: 

Basketball:
Year 7 – Haresfield
Year 8 – Frocester
Year 9 – Rodborough

Netball: 
Year 7 –Haresfield
Year 8 – Haresfield 
Year 9 – Doverow

Sporting Activities
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Fabulous Fare

For their GCSE practical examination, 
Year 11 students were asked to 

research, prepare and cook 2 dishes (and 
accompaniments if appropriate), that 
would demonstrate their technical skills 
and meet the needs of the occasion they 
selected.  

The menus, chosen by students, 
catered for an assortment of celebrations, 
ranging from birthday parties and weddings 
to Christmas festivities.

Their hard work and the high standard 
of their culinary skills were reflected in the 
superb end-products.  A really great effort, 
Year 11!
Mrs L Bullion
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It’s all in the design

In Design and Nutrition, our Year 7 
product designers have been very busy 

designing and making decorative key racks 
for their chosen client. Students were able to 
demonstrate using hand tools and machinery, 
safely and appropriately. 

Year 8 students were given the task to 
design and manufacture a mechanical toy. 
This is a new project for our year 8 students 
and they all thoroughly enjoyed the challenge 
of learning about mechanisms and making a 
complicated wood joint. 

The Year 9s have been learning about 
designing for manufacture and understanding 
the needs and wants of their client. They had to 
make three complicated wood joints and learn 
how to make an acrylic phone stand by forming 
acrylic. Their gadget organisers were functional 
and manufactured to a high standard. 

Well done to all!
Mr Mark Sadler
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Creations, creatures and characters

Year 7 self-portrait paintings 
inspired by artist Frida Kahlo 

and featuring some family pets and 
favourite animals too. 

Year 8 have been busy 
creating some fabulous 
creature and character 
paintings using calligraphy 
pens and washes of coloured 
ink. They’ve also modelled and 
glazed ceramic monsters.
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Year 9 
are currently 
exploring the 
Day of the 
Dead festival 
in Art and have 
designed and 
painted their 
own sugar 
skulls. 
Mrs D Glover

Dia De Los Muertos



Gloucester Cathedral Visit

Houses of ParliamentYea or Nay?

This term, Year 7 students 
had the opportunity to visit 

Gloucester Cathedral as part 
of our study of Medieval life in 
History, and Christianity and 
Spiritualism in RE. The students 
enjoyed the visit to the magnificent 
medieval building, which has been 
a site of worship since 679. The 
cathedral itself was built in the 
13th century and contains the 
graves of Edward II and William 
the Conqueror’s son Robert. 

Students took part in a 
workshop exploring the monastic 

On Friday 13th March, 
the School Council and 

selected students from the 
politics and debate clubs, went 
on a field trip to London and the 
Houses of Parliament.

It was quite an early start 
to the day, but the eye-opening 
experience made up for it!

We saw the London Eye, 
Big Ben, Buckingham Palace, the 
river Thames, 10 Downing Street 
and, of course, the Houses of 
Parliament. We were educated 
on the history of parliament, had 
a tour and even saw a live debate 
in the House of Commons about 
allowing disabled people to take 
guide dogs in taxies.

Overall it was an experience 
that I will never forget! 
Katherine Colcombe Y9

Debate Club is a new after-
school activity that started 

just after Christmas for Maidenhill 
students. Debate Club offers 
students the chance to hone their 
verbal and critical thinking skills 
by pitting their opinions against 
each other in a structured debate 
environment. They are informed 
of not only the structure of a 
competitive debate, but also of 
the knowledge required to debate 
certain topics. Whether it be ‘This 
house believes everyone should 
be a vegetarian’ or ‘This house 
believes children should be paid 
to go to school’, the range of topics 
debated covers a vast array of 
controversial and topical issues. 
Students are also told how to spot 
‘fallacies’ in others’ arguments; 
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logical errors which can be sneakily 
employed to advance someone’s 
proposition. Advancing students’ 
critical thinking skills in this way 
not only allows them to access the 
Maidenhill curriculum with new 
perspectives, but also to decipher 
news coverage and spot (perhaps 
sometimes less than honest) 
techniques used by politicians in 
the House of Commons. 

Archie, Year 9, had this to say:
“Debate Club is very fun and 

we’re learning a lot, for example, at 
the start of each session we learn 
about fallacies (back handed ways 
to debate), then we watch some 
videos of famous debates and try 
to develop our own style for the 
debate at the end”. 
Mr F Barker

life, as well as a tour of the historical 
sites of the Cathedral and a 
lesson looking at Christianity and 
spirituality. They really enjoyed the 
day; for some it was their first visit 
to this magnificent building, which 
sits at the heart of our local city. 
Elise Barker of HCP commented 
that she was “amazed to see where 
kings were buried and the beautiful 
stained glass windows.” It was a 
really enjoyable trip and another 
brilliant contribution to the cultural 
life of Maidenhill students.
Mr C Porter
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Parlez-vous Français?

Read all about it!

Welcome to ‘Le Club’

On Wednesday, 9th February, a French production company 
performed the play ‘Mon père ne me comprend pas’ (my dad 

does not understand me) to Year 9 and GCSE French students. 
Cameron Beech (Year 10) says: ”It was about a girl called Hélène 

who had just turned 16 and got nothing she wanted for her birthday. 
She made a wish to have a new life; the wish came true and she soon 
wanted her old life back.”

Katherine Colcombe (Year 9) observes: “Her father got her age 
wrong and bought her the same present twice in a row. Her brother 
was being annoying and teasing her about a crush she had. Hélène 
wishes she had a better family, but as her wishes come true, she soon 
misses normality.

Overall, the play was 
amusing and enjoyable, even if 
you couldn’t understand word 
for word. It was ‘très bien’!”

The week beginning 28th 
February Maidenhill 

celebrated World Book Day 
Week, reading books by different 
authors from across the globe. 
Carnegie award winning author, 
Tanya Landman, gave Year 9 and 
Year 10 students a talk on how she 
became an author. 

Her favorite book as a child 
was ‘Charlotte’s Web’ by E. B. 
White. When she was a child, 
she really wanted a pet pig for a 
‘Charlotte’s Web’ moment (as she 
called it) when she would be able 
to hold a piglet in her arms, and 
it would look up at her with big, 
beautiful eyes with long lashes. Her 
mother said “no” multiple times, but 
Tanya would ask every Christmas 
or birthday, hoping to get one. 

 It was only when she lived in 
her own house that she was able to 

Every Thursday, at lunchtime, 
students from Years 7 to 9 can 

come to the French cinema club in 
the MFL1 classroom on the top floor 
of our school. Students can come 
to eat their lunch, watch movies, be 
with their friends and pick up on new 
grammar that can be useful in later 
French lessons. I have been coming to 
French club for two weeks. So far we 
have watched Disney’s Beauty and the 
Beast and Encanto. I have learnt new 
words and phrases and it’s a great 
place for me to go with my friends. 
It has also helped me to progress 
in my French class. Of course, the 
club is open to any film suggestions 
anyone may have, taking age ratings 
into consideration. I look forward to 
it every week; it is the highlight of my 
Thursdays and I cannot wait to see 
what films will come in the future! 
Lily Smith (Year 8)

get a pet pig, which she didn’t like 
that much at first, but Tanya was 
determined to get her ‘Charlotte’s 
Web’ moment. When she fed her 
pig raisins that she found in her 
kitchen cupboard, the pig (named 
Tilly) began to trust her more and 
soon they became best friends, 
which made the ‘Charlotte’s Web’ 
moment she always dreamed of, 
come true. 

Tanya wrote her first book that 
was published, titled ‘100% Pig’ and 
got inspiration for this book from 
Tilly. She had originally written 
‘Buffalo Soldier’, set at the end of 
the American Civil War, which 
published later. Tanya ended her 
talk on another book titled ‘Apache: 
Girl Warrior’ which tells a story of a 
young woman who seeks to avenge 
her brother’s death by becoming an 
Apache Warrior. 

Tanya answered questions 
from students and staff, and told 
us how she was able to write 
‘100% Pig’, using different planning 
methods like getting in character 
by using different voices.  

Tanya has inspired me to write 
my own stories more often, to get 
more creative with ideas for stories 
and to plan stories carefully before 
writing a story. 
Victoria Gogerly (Y9) 
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It’s a Science thing

To Boldly go…

We’ve been noticing some 
fierce competition in the 

science department among Year 9 
students since December! 

For the annual FameLab 
competition, each student has had 
to individually research an area of 
science that interests them and 
prepare a 3 minute talk to deliver 
to their class. In preparation, 
classes attended workshops 
with their teacher, focusing on 
the “Three Cs” of presentation – 
content, clarity and charisma. 

After presentations to their 
class, a small number of students 
from each class was selected 
to advance to the semi-finals, 
presenting to Samantha Donnellan, 
a renowned science presenter and 
lecturer in biomedical sciences at 
Edinburgh Napier University! 

Nine students were chosen 
from the semi-finals to compete in 
the school final on 26th January, 
presenting to their year group and 

Each term the 
science department 

runs an ‘Above and 
Beyond Science’ 
competition. This is to 
reward the students that 
‘go the extra mile’. This 
term, the competition 
was based around 
researching careers in 
science.  

Congratulations to 
our winners: Katherine 
Colcombe, Kitty 
Dumbrill, Laurel Bweck, 
Scarlett Blanch, Logan 
Blanch, Jack Whithorn, 
Lily Winfield and Oliver 
Hamblin. 
Mr S Price-Bates

a panel of judges, including Miss 
Webster, Mrs. Wilson and school 
governor, Mr. Bourne. All finalists 
knew their speeches by heart, and 
the chosen topics ranged from black 
holes and dance to bizarre science 
awards.

A number of staff members who 
were able to attend, commented on 
the high quality of the speeches and 
the judges had a really difficult time 
in deciding on the ultimate winner. 

Liam Mant triumphed with his 
talk on ‘The most important organ 
in the human body’, with Tianna 
Frankcom (Fear) and Christine 
Small (Blowing up Neptune) were 
selected as runners up. Liam 
will represent Maidenhill at the 
interschool FameLab finals in 
March, and all school finalists will 
have the opportunity to watch and 
support Liam!
Mr B Norman
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Monday, 25th April

Thursday, 5th May

Monday, 16th May

Friday, 27th May

Monday, 6th June   
Tuesday,21st June  
Tuesday, 28th June
Wednesday 29th June
Friday, 8th July
Tuesday, 12th July 
Friday, 22nd  July

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Year 7 Careers Event

Alumni

Yet another former Maidenhill 
student does us proud!
Robin Boon Dale graduated 

from Circomedia two years ago, 
and his impressive debut solo 
show, What Does Stuff Do?, has 
already garnered him two awards. 
However, with performance not 
being at an all-time high over the 
past two years, Robin decided to 
‘switch things up a notch’; he also 
gained an MSc in Computer Science 
with distinction from the University 

Start of Term 5

Y9 Parents’ Evening

Start of GCSE Exams

End of Term 5

Start of Term 6
Prince of Wales Athletics
Sports Day
Summer Exams Contingency Day
Y6 Discovery Day
Y10 Cirencester College Taster Day
End of Term 6

Coming Soon…

Is it Coeiliac?

We will be launching 
our Eco-Committee at 

Maidenhill shortly. This is an 
exciting opportunity for staff, 
students and the wider community 
to get involved with ongoing 
environmental projects. Watch 
this space!
Miss K Brewer and Miss S Dobler

The new  ‘Is it coeliac 
disease?’ campaign enables 

parents and carers to spot 
the signs of coeliac disease 
earlier, supports them to get 
a diagnosis and provides vital 
ongoing advice. Daisy, who was 
diagnosed with coeliac disease 
at the age of four, is helping the 
health charity to launch the new 
campaign.

Once diagnosed, coeliac 
disease can be treated and, in 
most cases, symptoms cleared, 
by maintaining a strict gluten free 
diet for life. At 13, Daisy is now 
symptom free.

On Friday 4th February, a team of business and enterprise providers 
presented Year 7 students with inspiring and engaging insights into 

the world of work and business. Students had the opportunity to listen 
to and ask questions from a selection of business sector representatives, 
thereby gaining an insight into a variety of industries and first-hand 
experiences related by the providers. 

The students appreciated the opportunity and we would like to thank 
Calcot Manor, Nimble-Elearning, PQA Academy, Ecotricity, Renishaw 
Engineering, Hartpury College, TonyGee Design Engineering, Hatton 
Court Hotel, Amiosec and NHS Careers for their support and giving up 
their valuable time.
Mr S Clements

of Birmingham.
During the 

year, he was 
encouraged to 
apply for a PhD 
place within 
the Computer 
Science 
department, was 
accepted and is now working in 
the field of machine learning for 
medical imaging.

Keep ‘doing your stuff’, Robin!


